% Federal Ministry
of Education

and Research

FONA

Research for sustainability

NACHWUCHS - Design of attractive forms
of settlement for the 21st century

Stadt-Land-Plus: Achieving more together for strong urban-rural partnerships

Motivation

Prospering metropolitan regions face considerable
challenges, especially the increasing pressure on land as a
resource. Rising demand for housing, industry and infra-
structure at the expense of agricultural land is obvious.
At the same time, the structure of agriculture is changing
due to various influences. How can we meet the growing
demand for land without losing the quality and identity
of the cultural landscape at the same time?

Goals and approaches

For a better understanding of the ongoing land use patterns,
different realistic land use scenarios for the study region
were developed. “Business as Usual” and a “Sustainable
Future” scenarios are being modeled in order to identify
problems as well as the need for action. The main drivers
of land use and their specific interests will be identified by
an stakeholder-oriented approach. Furthermore, innova-
tive land use concepts integrating settlements, agricul-
ture and landscape for a sustainable development on the
regional and local level are systematically developed and im-
plemented on selected focus areas. Appropriate governance
approaches for implementation will be proposed.

Expected results and transfer

Main results include innovative settlement concepts for the
21% century which meet the goals and principles of livable
communities, environmentally sound agriculture and multi-
functional landscapes. The conceptual focus is on more
efficient land use, multifunctional use of open spaces, new
forms of housing and living due to lifestyle changes and
demography as well as realizing optimal synergies bet-
ween settlements, agriculture and nature conservation.
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